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Abstract. The Mediterranean Sea is a quasi-permanently stratified and oligotrophic basin with intense late-
winter and early-spring phytoplankton blooms typically limited to few regions (i.e. northwestern Mediterranean
Sea, the southern Adriatic Sea, and the Rhodes Gyre). In these areas, blooms are sustained by nutrient injection
to surface layers by winter vertical mixing and convective processes. A markedly intense bloom was predicted
in spring 2022 in an unusual area of the southeastern Mediterranean Sea (i.e. southeast of Crete) by the Mediter-
ranean Sea Copernicus Marine Forecasting Centre (MED MFC) system. Combining Copernicus modelling and
observation products, the 2022 event and a number of driving and concurrent features have been investigated
in a multidisciplinary way. A noticeable cold spell that occurred in Eastern Europe at the beginning of 2022
has been identified as the main driver of an intense deep-water formation event, with associated high nutrient
concentrations in the surface layers. Consequently, an extreme phytoplankton bloom that was 50 % more intense
than usual occurred in the area southeast of Crete, starting nearly 1 month later than usual and lasting for 3–
4 weeks. Impacts on primary production were also relevant in the 2022 event area and were 35 % higher than
the climatological annual primary production. Furthermore, the documented link between primary productivity
and fishery catches suggests possible consequences along the whole food chain up to the marine ecosystem in
the eastern Mediterranean Sea.

1 Introduction

The Mediterranean, the main regional sea of southern Eu-
rope, is a semi-enclosed basin located in a transitional zone
between the midlatitude and subtropical climate regimes
(Coppini et al., 2023; Cossarini et al., 2019; Lazzari et al.,
2012; Siokou-Frangou et al., 2010). The Mediterranean Sea
is an almost permanently stratified and oligotrophic basin
with a few areas exhibiting recurrent late-winter and early-
spring phytoplankton blooms in the northwestern Mediter-
ranean, the southern Adriatic Sea, and the Rhodes Gyre
(Siokou-Frangou et al., 2010). In these regions, the blooms
are driven by winter deep convective processes, which bring

nutrients into the surface layer, and by the subsequent strat-
ification when the phytoplankton is no longer diluted across
the water column. At this moment, conditions are suitable for
the surface phytoplankton bloom onset since both light and
nutrients are available in the surface layer (Habib et al., 2023;
Mayot et al., 2017; D’Ortenzio and Ribera d’Alcalà, 2009).

The eastern Mediterranean experiences particularly sharp
oligotrophic conditions, and productive areas are limited
to the Rhodes Gyre, where deep-water mixing and related
bloom events typically occur (Varkitzi et al., 2020), and to
the coast of Türkiye (Kubin et al., 2019).

Current evidence suggests that the Mediterranean Sea
is facing an increase in marine heat waves and a de-
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Table 1. Datasets used in the present work, together with references and DOIs.

Product Product ID and type Data access Documentation
ref. no.

1 MEDSEA_ANALYSISFORECAST_BGC_006_014,
numerical models

EU Copernicus Marine Service
Product (2022a)

Quality information document (QUID): Feu-
dale et al. (2023); product user manual (PUM):
Lecci et al. (2023a)

2 MEDSEA_MULTIYEAR_BGC_006_008, numerical models EU Copernicus Marine Service
Product (2022b)

Quality information document (QUID): Teruzzi
et al. (2022); product user manual (PUM): Lecci
et al. (2022a)

3 OCEANCOLOUR_MED_BGC_L3_MY_009_143,
satellite observations

EU Copernicus Marine Service
Product (2022c)

Quality information document (QUID): Colella
et al. (2023a); product user manual (PUM):
Colella et al. (2023b)

4 MEDSEA_ANALYSISFORECAST_PHY_006_013,
numerical models

EU Copernicus Marine Service
Product (2022d)

Quality information document (QUID): Goglio
et al. (2024); product user manual (PUM): Lecci
et al. (2023b)

5 MEDSEA_MULTIYEAR_PHY_006_004, numerical models EU Copernicus Marine Service
Product (2022e)

Quality information document (QUID): Escud-
ier et al. (2022); product user manual (PUM):
Lecci et al. (2022b)

6 SST_MED_SST_L4_REP_OBSERVATIONS_010_021,
satellite observations

EU Copernicus Marine Service
Product (2022f)

Quality information document (QUID): Pisano
et al. (2023b); product user manual (PUM):
Pisano et al. (2023b)

7 OMI_VAR_EXTREME_WMF_MEDSEA_area_averaged_mean,
numerical models

EU Copernicus Marine Service
Product (2023g)

Quality information document (QUID):
Lyubartsev et al. (2023b); product user manual
(PUM): Lyubartsev et al. (2023a)

8 ECMWF AST https://www.ecmwf.int/en/
forecasts/datasets/set-i,
atmospheric model high-
resolution 10 d forecast

ECMWF (2021)

crease in cold-spell events (Simon et al., 2022) as a po-
tential consequence of changes in regional climate. How-
ever, in March 2022, a strong and unusual atmospheric cold
spell affected the eastern Mediterranean region (Demirtaş,
2023), with strong surface air temperature negative anoma-
lies recorded over southeastern Europe (up to − 3 °C, ac-
cording to Copernicus Climate Change Service bulletin; C3S
monthly climate bulletin explorer, 2023; Copernicus, 2023).

In the present work, implications for marine physical and
biogeochemical dynamics of the unusual 2022 cold event
are investigated by exploiting the products of the Coperni-
cus Marine Service (CMEMS, 2023). We use both models
and observations to highlight the interplay between biogeo-
chemical and physical processes, considering that intense
cold spells usually drive deep-water column mixing and con-
sequent nutrient injections in the surface layer and onset of
phytoplankton blooms (Auger et al., 2014). In order to de-
scribe the exceptionality of the 2022 event and its possi-
ble implications for the Mediterranean ecosystem, its spatial
and temporal extent are defined based on the phytoplankton
bloom anomaly, and its characteristics in terms of sea surface
temperature, mixed-layer depth, surface chlorophyll, nutrient
concentrations, and primary production are investigated.

2 Methods

The occurrence and mechanism driving the anomalous deep-
convection and phytoplankton bloom episode southeast of
Crete (eastern Mediterranean Sea) in spring 2022 was inves-
tigated using both model- and satellite-based products. The
Mediterranean Sea Copernicus Marine Forecasting Centre
(MED MFC) provides 3D ocean biogeochemical and phys-
ical variables at 1/24° resolution (product ref. 1, 2, 4, and
5; Table 1). The sea surface temperature (SST) and surface
layer chlorophyll concentration are provided by the Coper-
nicus Marine Sea Surface Temperature and Ocean Colour
Thematic Assembly Centre (SST TAC and OC TAC, respec-
tively) (product ref. 3 and 6; Table 1). Both near-real time and
multi-year products are used to characterise the 2022 event.

A daily climatology based on the 1999–2019 MED MFC
biogeochemistry reanalysis (Cossarini et al., 2021; Teruzzi
et al., 2022; product ref. 2; Table 1) was calculated, follow-
ing Hobday et al. (2016), for a subset of variables, namely
surface chlorophyll concentration, phosphocline depth, av-
erage phosphate concentration above the phosphocline, and
primary production integrated in the 0–200 m layer. The nu-
trient analysis was focused on phosphate since it is known to
be the limiting nutrient for the Mediterranean Sea (Siokou-
Frangou et al., 2010). For each variable, a set of percentiles is
calculated to identify specific thresholds (i.e. 1st, 25th, 50th,
75th, and 99th percentile) using a 10 d window centred on
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each date of the climatological year. Comparing the 2022
MED MFC analysis and forecast (Salon et al., 2019; Feu-
dale et al., 2023 version 2.1; product ref. 1; Table 1) with the
corresponding climatology in the time window of the bloom
(20 March–30 April), the chlorophyll concentrations in all
the surface grid points of the investigated area (22–32° E,
32–35° N) resulted in values above the 99th percentile for
at least 20 % of the time window, indicating that the whole
area was affected by intense and anomalous bloom condi-
tions. In order to define the region mostly affected by the
anomalous 2022 bloom, following Hobday et al. (2016), the
maximum difference with respect to climatology between
20 March and 30 April is calculated (Imax), and the event
area is defined as indicated by all the surface grid points
with Imax higher than its 90th percentile (0.23 mg chl m−3)
(Fig. 1). The characteristics of the anomalous convection and
bloom event are investigated by considering marine physi-
cal and biogeochemical properties averaged over the event
area contoured in Fig. 1. Moreover, a daily sea surface tem-
perature (SST) climatology derived from the Mediterranean
SST multi-year satellite product over the period 1982–2021
(Pisano et al., 2023a, b; product ref. 6; Table 1) is used to
compare modelled surface temperatures (i.e. first layer of the
MED MFC SST; product ref. 4) during the 2022 event time
window. To compare the physical and biogeochemical dy-
namics in the event area and in the Rhodes Gyre area, ver-
tical profiles of temperature, phosphate, and chlorophyll are
investigated at two locations (Fig. 1).

Finally, the Copernicus Marine Ocean Monitoring Indica-
tor (Lyubartsev et al., 2023b; product ref. 7; Table 1), com-
puted from the Mediterranean Sea Physics Reanalysis (Es-
cudier et al., 2022; product ref. 6; Table 1), which provides
water mass formation rates in the Mediterranean Sea, is con-
sidered to analyse the exceptionality of the 2022 event. In
particular, the Levantine Deep Water (LDW) formation in-
dex is calculated for 2022 and compared with values that oc-
curred in the past (from 1987 onwards).

3 Results

The signal of the 2022 cold outbreak over Eastern Europe
(Demirtaş, 2023) is clearly detectable in the atmospheric sur-
face temperature (AST) extracted from the ECMWF anal-
ysis products (ECMWF, 2021; product ref. 8; Table 1). In
the second half of January 2022, the AST daily time series
reaches a relative minimum (nearly 15 °C), and it is followed
by two minima in the March–April time window (Fig. 2a).
Accordingly, with a less noticeable variability, sea surface
temperature (SST) gradually decreases in the area of inter-
est (Fig. 2a). The satellite SST (Pisano et al., 2023a; prod-
uct ref. 6; Table 1) shows a constantly negative anomaly of
winter 2022 with respect to its climatology (−0.46 °C on av-
erage) from the beginning of January to the end of March,
indicating that sea surface cooling is the most likely driver of

an anomalous deep-convection event. Even lower SST val-
ues are provided by the MED MFC analysis and forecast
(Goglio et al., 2024 version 2.2; product ref. 4; Table 1),
with a minimum in the second half of March, followed by
a relatively sharp increase towards the SST satellite clima-
tology. According to the relatively low SST and, similarly,
to the typical winter mixing conditions in the Rhodes Gyre
area (Kubin et al., 2019), in the 2022 event area (Fig. 1) the
mean mixed layer (MLD; calculated as the depth at which
the density increases by 0.01 kg m−3 compared to the density
at 10 m depth; product ref. 4; Table 1) is deeper than 500 m
(Fig. 2b) on several occasions from the end of January to the
end of March, which is when the mean MLD gets shallower
(up to 50 m). Consistent with the strong March 2022 sea sur-
face cooling, the mean MLD reaches its maximum in March
(equal to or deeper than 700 m). The daily maps of AST, SST,
SST anomaly, MLD, and heat fluxes during March 2022 pro-
vided in Appendix A (Figs. A1–A5) further detail the spa-
tial extent and temporal sequence of the atmospheric and
oceanic processes summarised in Fig. 2. Two close and sig-
nificant drops in AST are, in fact, observed in the area (11–
14 March and 19–23 March), according to a cold-air intru-
sion from the northwest (Fig. A1). Together with the January
cold spell (Fig. 2), the March cooling events resulted in sig-
nificant negative SST anomalies, especially south of Crete,
which persisted in the area until the end of March (Fig. A2)
with more steady occurrences in the anomalous-event area.
Moreover, relatively cold SSTs are also observed by the L3
satellite product (Fig. A3), although only on 7 March and
from 14 March onwards (the region is cloudy between 9 and
13 March). Modelling products show that the strong mix-
ing event that started on 9 March and ended on 25 March
(Fig. A4) is possibly driven by the cooling and that the area
with the highest mixed-layer depths (larger than 1000 m)
overlaps well with the April 2022 anomalous bloom. The
strong negative heat fluxes into the sea, which occur at the
same dates of the cooling events (Fig. A5), further confirm
that the driving mechanism of the event is represented by
significant heat losses. Considering the Copernicus Marine
Ocean Monitoring Indicator (Lyubartsev et al., 2023b; prod-
uct ref. 7; Table 1), in the Levantine basin, a large dense-
water formation rate of approximately 1.3 Sv is documented
(not shown1) in the winter of 2022. Confirming the relevant
effects of the 2022 cold outbreak on physical marine pro-
cesses, the same LDW formation index was higher only dur-
ing the noteworthy eastern Mediterranean transient (EMT;
1992–1993), which is when the formation rate reached up
to 1.8 Sv. After that, the LDW formation index showed only
two maxima with relatively low values in 2008 and 2012 (0.7
and 1.0 Sv, respectively).

1The Ocean Monitoring Indicator of the water mass formation
will be extended to 2022 and published in the Copernicus Marine
catalogue by 2024.
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Figure 1. Mediterranean Sea analysis and forecast product (product ref. 1; Table 1). Filled contours of the maximum intensity of sur-
face chlorophyll concentration between 20 March and 30 April 2022 and line contour of the 90th percentile of the maximum intensity
(0.23 mg chl m−3). The “+” and “×” markers indicate positions inside and outside of the 2022 event.

Slightly later, with respect to AST minima and during the
strong mixing in March 2022, in the event area southeast of
Crete (Fig. 1), the phosphocline depth (PCLD; depth of the
maximum phosphate vertical gradient; Salon et al., 2019)
is deeper than 400 m, and the PCLD climatology is at the
99th percentile, with two peaks that go down to nearly 600 m
(Fig. 2b). The March 2022 anomalous deepening of the phos-
phocline is preceded in February by a more typical event with
the deepening of the phosphocline that stays within its clima-
tology at the 99th percentile and goes down to nearly 400 m.
Due to its role as the limiting nutrient in the Mediterranean
Sea (Siokou-Frangou et al., 2010), only phosphocline is in-
cluded in Fig. 3, but we verified that nitrate is very similarly
impacted by the 2022 anomalous event processes.

At the bloom peak (8 April), the mean surface chlorophyll
concentration in the event area (Feudale et al., 2023, ver-
sion Q4/2022; Fig. 1, product ref. 1; Table 1) is higher than
0.4 mg m−3, i.e. more than twice the climatological 99th per-
centile (Fig. 2c). Chlorophyll concentrations are higher than
the 99th climatological percentile from 2 to 10 April, indi-
cating that the 2022 bloom event is anomalous, both in terms
of intensity and timing. In fact, according to the chlorophyll
climatology, typical late-winter chlorophyll peaks occur in
the first half of March. With the similar timing of the anoma-
lous surface chlorophyll concentration, the primary produc-
tion integrated over the 0–200 m layer largely exceeds the
99th climatological percentile (Fig. 2d). Related to the strong
mixing event that occurred in the late winter of 2022 and to
the deepening of the phosphocline (Fig. 2b), the mean phos-
phate concentration above the phosphocline is higher than
the 99th percentile in the month preceding the phytoplankton
bloom, with a sharp decrease during the bloom-establishing
phase (Fig. 2e). The delay between the large availability of
nutrients in the surface layer and the bloom peak is consis-
tent with the Sverdrup theory (Mayot et al., 2017), according
to which the surface bloom starts when the MLD becomes

shallower than the euphotic layer. Indeed, when the mixing
is limited to the surface, phytoplankton is no longer diluted
over the water column but remains in the surface layer where
both light and nutrients (brought to the surface by the previ-
ous deep mixing) are available and favourable to the bloom
onset.

The anomalous bloom event is clearly detectable in sur-
face chlorophyll observations (multi-sensor ocean colour
product; Colella et al., 2023a; product ref. 3; Table 1) that
reach values comparable to those simulated by the analy-
sis and forecast system (Fig. 3). In particular, Fig. 3 shows
that high chlorophyll concentrations are observed on 27 and
29 March and on 1 and 6 April, indicating that the event
started at around 27 March, maintained high-concentration
values on 29 March and 1 and 6 April, and possibly ended be-
tween 8 and 9 April. On these dates, the observed chlorophyll
concentration is higher than 0.5 mg m−3 (up to 3 mg m−3 on
29 March). Moreover, high chlorophyll concentrations are
located in an area that differs (southwestern shifted) from the
usual Rhodes Gyre bloom region which, in Fig. 3, is repre-
sented by the magenta contour identifying satellite climatol-
ogy above 0.115 mg m−3 (i.e. half of the threshold used to
define the event area; Fig. 1). Furthermore, we observed that
the area with climatological concentration above the thresh-
old is largest at the beginning of March (not shown). Model
daily maps of model surface chlorophyll concentration pro-
vided in the Appendix (Fig. A6) show that in the simulation,
the bloom started on 4 April, reached a peak between 8 and
9 April with a concentration larger than 0.5 mg m−3 (i.e. sim-
ilar values to the ones observed in satellite maps), and gradu-
ally extinguished from 11 April onwards. An analysis of the
deviation of satellite chlorophyll observations with respect
to the 1999–2020 climatology (Fig. A7) demonstrates that
on 27 and 29 March and on 1 and 8 April, chlorophyll is at
least 3 standard deviations higher than the mean in the event
area.
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Figure 2. Daily time series – spatially averaged over the event area (Fig. 1) – from January to May 2022 for the (a) air surface temperature
(AST), sea surface temperature for satellite (SST satellite, product ref. 6; Table 1) and model (SST MED MFC, product ref. 4; Table 1),
and SST satellite climatology. (b) Mixed-layer depth (MLD; product ref. 4; Table 1) and phosphocline (product ref. 1; Table 1). (c) Surface
chlorophyll concentration. (d) Mean concentration of phosphate above the phosphocline. (e) Primary production integrated in the 0–200 m
layer. Climatological percentiles are shown in panels (b), (c), (d), and (e) (thin vertical line: 1st and 99th percentiles; thick vertical line: 25th
and 75th percentiles; white marker: median).

Since the 2022 anomalous surface bloom is the result of a
sequence of processes (cold spell, sea surface cooling, ver-
tical mixing, fertilisation, and subsequent stratification), un-
certainties in the representation of each of these dynamics
by the atmospheric ocean and biogeochemical models may
combine and result in inaccuracies in the spatiotemporal rep-
resentation of the bloom. However, even if the bloom simu-
lation shows a delay of 5–8 d, the use of 3D modelled data
allowed us to (i) define the temporal and spatial boundaries of
the event and (ii) tackle the sequence of physical and biogeo-
chemical processes that are involved in the bloom dynamics.

The anomalous localisation of the 2022 bloom can be fur-
ther supported by comparing the vertical processes at two
locations (Fig. 4): (i) inside the area of the event and (ii)
in the Rhodes Gyre area where the late winter bloom typi-
cally occurs (“+” and “×” markers in Fig. 1, respectively).
The Hovmöller diagram of temperature inside the event area
reveals the gradual outcropping of deep-water masses that
reached the surface from 2000 m on 25 March (Fig. 4a). At

the same time, the phosphate concentration shows a nearly
vertical uniform distribution with persistent high values in
the surface layer (>0.15 mmol m−3) until the beginning of
the event (4 April), when the nutrient started to be consumed
(Fig. 4c). Starting on 4 April, the large chlorophyll concen-
tration in the surface and subsurface layer follows the nutri-
ent injection (Fig. 4e). Finally, a transition to stratified con-
ditions with the formation of a deep-chlorophyll maximum
(DCM) occurs from 10 April. The location outside the 2022
event (right column of Fig. 4) shows much less intense and
shorter water column mixing with the lower phosphate con-
centration in surface layers (Fig. 4b and d). In the chloro-
phyll Hovmöller diagram (Fig. 4f), a transition phase (non-
negligible surface concentration with subsurface chlorophyll
maximum; Lavigne et al., 2015) toward summer-stratified
DCM conditions is already in place at the end of March.

https://doi.org/10.5194/sp-4-osr8-15-2024 State Planet, 4-osr8, 15, 2024
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Figure 3. Daily maps of satellite surface chlorophyll concentration [mg chl m−3] (product ref. 3; Table 1) from 25 March (upper-left panel)
to 17 April 2022 (lower-right panel), with the orange line contour showing the event area (Fig. 1), and the purple line contour identifying
satellite climatology above 0.115 mg m−3. Areas without satellite observations are masked in light brown.

4 Discussion and conclusions

An anomalous deep-mixing and bloom event in the south-
eastern Mediterranean in the 2022 early-spring period was
detected by means of the Copernicus Marine MED MFC
products. In this region, intense phytoplankton blooms re-
lated to vertical mixing processes and consequent nutrient
supply are usually located in the Rhodes Gyre area and have
been previously investigated using in situ and satellite ob-
servations and modelling products (e.g. Habib et al., 2023;
D’Ortenzio et al., 2021; Varkitzi et al., 2020; Siokou-Frangou
et al., 2010), while the 2022 event was located southeast of
Crete (Fig. 1). In this work, we analysed and described the
2022 event main features and its drivers.

The deep-convection and the phytoplankton bloom events
in the Cretan area are consistent with the anomalous cool-
ing that occurred in southeastern Europe at the beginning
of 2022, showing a dynamic similar to the one of the

Mediterranean marine cold-spell events described in Simon
et al. (2022). For instance, the impact of the 2022 cold
spells on the north–central Aegean Sea has been recently
demonstrated by Potiris et al. (2024), who show that buoy-
ancy losses during the winter 2021–2022 were comparable
to those of 1993–1994, 2002–2003, and 2012, which were
all years of dense-water formation (DWF) in the Aegean Sea,
as discussed in Sect. 3. The findings of Potiris et al. (2024)
further support the fact that the 2022 winter and related ma-
rine processes can be considered anomalous for the east-
ern Mediterranean. Furthermore, the connection between the
2022 atmospheric conditions and sea cooling is corroborated
when considering the impacts of atmospheric modes of vari-
ability on the Mediterranean Sea surface heat exchange dis-
cussed by Josey et al. (2011) and Reale et al. (2020). Indeed,
both pattern indexes that are associated with negative heat

State Planet, 4-osr8, 15, 2024 https://doi.org/10.5194/sp-4-osr8-15-2024
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Figure 4. Hovmöller diagrams in March and April of temperature (a, b), phosphate and chlorophyll concentrations (c, d and e, f, respectively)
inside the event area at 34.02° N–27° E (left panels; white “+” marker in Fig. 1) and outside the event area at 35.1° N–28.5° E (right panels;
white “×” marker in Fig. 1).

fluxes in the eastern Mediterranean were relatively high in
March 2022 (Index of /cwlinks, 2023).

The frequency and the impacts of marine extreme events
in recent years have been investigated in the Mediterranean
Sea (Dayan et al., 2023; Martínez et al., 2023; McAdam et
al., 2023; Simon et al., 2022; Darmaraki et al., 2019), with
the literature also proposing innovative techniques to anal-

yse prolonged episodes in marine ecosystems (Di Biagio et
al., 2020). Together with the relatively high number of vari-
ables exceeding their 99th percentile during the event (Figs. 2
and 3), the recent decrease in the occurrence of cold-marine
extremes in the eastern Mediterranean (Simon et al., 2022)
further highlights the exceptionality of the 2022 event.

https://doi.org/10.5194/sp-4-osr8-15-2024 State Planet, 4-osr8, 15, 2024
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Our study documents the importance of the value chain
composed by atmospheric, ocean, and biogeochemical pre-
diction models in detecting anomalies with respect to the typ-
ical state and variability. In particular, the strong anomaly in
phytoplankton bloom intensity was revealed to be a suitable
descriptor to define the 2022 event localisation, extent, and
duration. Moreover, the evaluation of the spatial and tem-
poral mismatch of the simulated event with respect to the
Copernicus Marine Ocean Colour product provides an as-
sessment of the capability of the prediction chain to simulate
specific events.

Considering that previous anomalous cooling events
(1992–1993) were among the drivers of the EMT that
impacted the of the whole Mediterranean Sea dynamics
(e.g. Pinardi et al., 2019; Roether et al., 2007; Theocharis
et al., 2002), with consequences on other marine compart-
ments (e.g. nutrients and productivity, biodiversity, and acid-
ification; Tsiaras et al., 2012; Touratier and Goyet, 2011;
Danovaro et al., 2004; Stratford and Haines, 2002; Civitarese
and Gacic, 2001), the 2022 event and the related deep-water
formation might be worth further investigation.

Our results show that the 2022 anomalous event increased
the annual primary production by 35 % in an area of ap-
proximately 35 000 km2 (i.e. 11 % and 1.4 % of the Levan-
tine basin and Mediterranean Sea surface, respectively). As
a consequence of the increased organic matter synthesis, a
non-negligible impact along the whole food chain might have
occurred, given the well-proven link between productivity
and fish catch sizes (Canu et al., 2022; Colloca et al., 2017;
Piroddi et al., 2017; Conti and Scardi, 2010). Due to the rel-
ative time proximity of the event and to the non-trivial work
needed to collect fish catch data, it was not possible to gather
quantitative information on this aspect, although the impact
of the 2022 anomaly on the higher trophic level deserves a
closer look.

Appendix A: Daily maps of observed and simulated
marine properties in the Cretan area

The spatial and temporal extent of the 2022 bloom event
and of its drivers can be further investigated using daily
maps of a range of marine features in the Cretan area dur-
ing March 2022. The atmospheric, model sea surface tem-
perature anomaly, and satellite sea surface temperature are
shown in Figs. A1–A3, providing evidence of the intense
cooling event that occurred in March 2022 and are described
in the Sect. 3. Looking at the MLD daily maps (Fig. A4), it
is worth noting that on 3 and 4 March the bloom event is al-
ready interested by deep mixing (also visible in Fig. 2), pos-
sibly related to the relatively low SST values already present
at the beginning of March (Fig. A2) and resulting from early-
winter cooling events (starting in January 2022, as shown by
the AST time series in Fig. 2). Remarkably, the strong MLD
deepening in the anomalous event area are followed by posi-

tive total heat fluxes in the sea (e.g. 17 March, Fig. A5), due
to the deep water reaching the surface layers, together with
its temperature being lower than the AST.

Finally, the spatiotemporal evolution of the event as sim-
ulated by the Mediterranean Sea Copernicus Marine Fore-
casting Centre is detailed in the modelled daily maps of
surface chlorophyll concentration on the same dates of the
satellite observations provided in Fig. 4 (from 25 March to
17 April 2022; Fig. A6).
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Figure A1. Daily maps of ECMWF atmospheric surface temperature [°C] (product ref. 8; Table 1) from 1 March (upper-left panel) to
24 March 2022 (lower-right panel), together with the orange line contour of the event area (Fig. 1).

Figure A2. Daily maps of the modelled sea surface temperature anomaly [°C] (product ref. 4; Table 1) from 1 March (upper-left panel) to
24 March 2022 (lower-right panel), together with the orange line contour of the event area (Fig. 1).
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Figure A3. Daily maps of satellite sea surface temperature [°C] (product ref. 6; Table 1) from 1 March (upper-left panel) to 24 March 2022
(lower-right panel), together with the orange line contour of the event area (Fig. 1). Areas without satellite observations are masked with
grey.

Figure A4. Daily maps of mixed-layer depth [m] (product ref. 4; Table 1) from 1 March (upper-left panel) to 24 March 2022 (lower-right
panel), together with the orange line contour of the event area (Fig. 1).
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Figure A5. Daily maps of total heat fluxes in seawater [W m−2] (product ref. 4; Table 1) from 1 March (upper-left panel) to 24 March 2022
(lower-right panel), together with the orange line contour of the event area (Fig. 1).

Figure A6. Daily maps of modelled surface chlorophyll concentration [mg chl m−3] (product ref. 1; Table 1) from 25 March (upper-left
panel) to 17 April 2022 (lower-right panel), together with the orange line contour of the event area (Fig. 1).
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Figure A7. Daily maps of the number of standard deviations over the climatological mean (product ref. 3; Table 1) from 25 March (upper-
left panel) to 17 April 2022 (lower-right panel), together with the orange line contour of the event area (Fig. 1). Areas without satellite
observations are masked with light brown.
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